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Writing about this period, Samuel Taylor Cole-
ridge, the poet, says:—"My mind is in a state of
philosophical doubt concerning animal magnetism.
For nine years it has been before me. I have traced
it historically, collected a mass of documents on the
subject, have never neglected the opportunity to
question eye-witnesses, and my conclusion is that the
evidence is too strong for a candid mind to be satis-
fied of its falsehood, or its solubility, on the supposi-
tion of imposture, or casual coincidence."
The medical press teemed with incidents, demon-
strations, and experiments. Drs. Elliotson, Ash-
burner, Spillan, Herbert Mayo, and others contri-
buted. The Rev. Chauncey Hare Townsend pub-
lished his celebrated tracts in 1840. About 1835,
Dr. Esdaile's experiments in Calcutta attracted the
attention of the Indian Government. Several
hundred cases of severe operations, mostly surgical,
were performed on patients in the mesmeric sleep.
The evidence on 126 cases twas laid before the Govern-
ment. In ten cases reported on, six were operated
upon without any appearance of pain; one indicated
movements suggestive of pain, but declared he felt
none; and three could not be put asleep. The com-
mission appointed by the Government consisted of
nine medical men and a reporter. The report was
conclusive, and entirely in favour of Mesmer. As a
result, a mesmeric infirmary Was established in
Calcutta, and all medical students >were to take a six
month's course there before completing their curri-
culum. What English physicians were slow to admit
at this time—viz., the possibility of carrying out
successful surgical operations while patients were in
the mesmeric sleep—swas quite common to physicians
on the continent,
A Mesmeric Infirmary was erected in London,
and handsomely supported by public subscriptions.
Dr. Elliotson threw his head and soul into the
concern, and brought with him all his ability as a
medical man (being a short time previously Professor
of the London University)-. Dr. Elliotson had a

